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President’s Report

The year 2019 was a good
one for conservation in
Indiana. Problems remain,
but the groundwork for
solving them was laid.
After years of neglect, the legislature
approved $150 million for deferred
maintenance at state-owned facilities
in the 2019-21 budget submitted by
Gov. Holcomb, with the indicated
intent for the bulk of this funding
to go to the Department of Natural
Resources. Late in 2019, $29.5 million
of this funding was allotted for use by
DNR, mostly for state park projects.
Efforts were made to expedite this
work, and Gov. Holcomb, in his
2020 Next Level Agenda document,
indicated that the full plan was to put
$100 million into those efforts.
On the national front there were
also signs of hope. The Land and
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) was
permanently authorized, although not
permanently funded, leaving it still
subject to the annual budget wars of
Congress.
A new bipartisan effort to provide
funding for wildlife conservation
also gained steam. The Recovering
America’s Wildlife Act (RAWA) was
introduced, and quickly gained cosponsors from both parties. Efforts
are continuing to pass this legislation,
which would provide $16-$20 million
in federal funds annually for wildlife
conservation efforts in Indiana,

IPA 2019 Accomplishments
		
• Advocated for the addition of $150 million
for deferred maintenance needs at state 		
agency owned facilities in the 2019-21 state
budget.
• Supported a proposed legislative plan for 		
long-term funding for DNR conservation 		
programs.
• Accepted a second $20,000 grant from the
Laura Hare Charitable Trust and additional
gifts from individuals and organizations 		
to treat ash trees to protect them from the
Emerald Ash Borer.
• Treated 108 ash trees at six properties to
protect them from the Emerald Ash Borer.
A total of 224 ash trees at 10 properties
have been treated by IPA in 2018-19. Many
more have been treated by Nature Preserves
with equipment and chemicals funded by
IPA.
• Awarded $5,000 in grants to four DNR
Friends Groups. Grants funded a combination
drinking water fountain/bottle filling/
dog-watering station at Fort Harrison State
Park, interpretive signs at Limberlost Nature
Preserve, kayak launches at Shakamak State
Park, and native trees to replace dead ash
trees at Spring Mill State Park.
• Hosted information booths at two Earth
Day events, the Indiana Native Plant Society
conference, and the Indiana State Fair.
• Funded trail maintenance training for 		
Indiana State Park staff.
• Received a $6000 gift from IU Health 		
employees’ Step to Give Challenge.
• Developed a database of congressional and
state legislative districts for use in advocacy
efforts.
• Finalized a new membership brochure.
• Attended and supported the Indiana State
Park friends groups’ annual meeting.

IPA accepts $6000 donation from IU Health
“Step to Give” Challenge

Kayak Launch installed at Shakamak State Park

Planting new trees at Spring Mill State Park

although with the caveat that
Indiana would need to approve
$5-$6 million in matching funds.

the state and national levels, to
promote the needs of our state
parks and nature preserves.

The Indiana Parks Alliance
will continue to work with
our partner conservation
organizations in 2020, both on

Despite the many challenges our
natural areas continue to face,
there is reason for optimism.
-Tom Hohman

indianaparksalliance.org

facebook.com/indianaparksalliance
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Protecting state parks & nature preserves

EXPENSES

Watch IPA in 2020...

• Look for an award of up to
$5000 in small project grants
to71%
local DNR friends groups.
• Watch for continuation of the
Save Our Ash Trees (SOAT)
campaign and tree treatment
into its third year.
• Look for news on permanent
funding of the Land & Water
Conservation Fund.
• Watch for ways that IPA
supports sustainable trails on
DNR properties.
• Look for projects, position		
statements, and suggestions
for contacting your
legislators on issues at
indianaparksalliance.org.
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...And Get Involved!

• Join the Indiana Parks Alliance, recruit new
members and suggest potential donors.
• If you are a state employee you can donate 		
through the State Employee Capital Campaign 		
(one-time donation or payroll deduction.)
• Donate to the “Save Our Ash Trees” Campaign
at indianaparksalliance.org/save-our-ash-trees/.
• Use Goodshop(goodsearch.com/goodshop) or
Amazon Smile (smile.amazon.com) or sign up to 		
donate when you shop at Kroger at
www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow/.

• Help us staff booths at festivals and events.
• Talk to your State legislators about long-term
funding for conservation efforts in Indiana.
• Contact your U.S. Senators and U.S. 			
Representatives to support permanent funding
for the Land and Water Conservation Fund and
passage of the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act.
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Ash Tree Treatments (62%)
Small Project Grants

Small Project Grants (18%)

IPA Board Members
Thanks to these leaders for their service to Indiana State
Parks and Indiana’s State-Owned Dedicated Nature Preserves through the Indiana Parks Alliance. Learn about them
at indianaparksalliance.org.
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