PRESIDENT’S REPORT

It was a break-out year for the Indiana Parks Alliance!
After lots of work by many people to develop the
framework, 2015 marked the public launch of our
organization. The amount of work involved in expanding
this idea beyond the initial few founders to the point
where it is a legitimate, viable organization would surprise
anyone who has never been part of this type of endeavor.
All of this work came to fruition in 2015, when IPA went live
with its web site and started actively promoting the value
and needs of Indiana state parks and state owned nature
preserves. Thanks to all who contributed time, resources or
funds to help get IPA off the ground!
The timing proved fitting in regard to state legislative
leaders. It was a budget year for state agencies. IPA was
new on the scene, and had no name recognition among
legislators or the public. Yet we found a receptive audience
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as we began the lengthy process of educating them on
property needs and building long term relationships with
those who make decisions affecting them.
2015 was also our first opportunity to impact these natural
areas with financial contributions. Our first grants were
handed out to friends groups at McCormick’s Creek and
Tippecanoe River State Parks. These initial grants show
that IPA is serious about both advocacy and fund raising.
On a personal basis, it was very gratifying to see all of
this hard work show tangible results.
I’m excited by this past year’s
successes and the promise they
provide of a great future for IPA.

— Tom Hohman
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Accomplishments
Developed a framework
for a small grants program
and awarded a total of $5,000
to two Indiana State Park
Friends Groups.

IPA Vice President Cem Basman and President
Tom Hohman present $3,000 to Barbara Filtri,
Friends of McCormick’s Creek and Sam Arthur,
park interpreter, for design work to restore the
historic firetower at McCormick’s Creek State Park.

Established a website and
developed an IPA Facebook
page.

Initiated a quarterly
e-newsletter for the
membership.

Donated $1,000 to the
Discovering the Outdoors
Fund for school field trips to
Indiana State Parks.

Educated legislators
through testimony at House
and Senate committee
hearings on the state budget
and with a fact sheet on state
historic spending levels.

Invited Hoosiers to vote
and select the “Top 10
Things to Do in Indiana State
Parks” (Voting runs through
March, 2016 on the IPA
website).

Publicized a formal
position opposing the
proposed Mounds Reservoir
that would cover a portion of
Mounds State Park, including
a rare fen.

Advocated for support
of reauthorization of
the federal Land and Water
Conservation Fund that
provides millions of dollars
for federal, state and local
parks each year with U.S.
legislators, the media and
the public. (It has been
reauthorized for three years.)

Promoted Indiana Nature
Preserves and Indiana
State Parks and IPA through
participation at Earth Day
Indiana, the Indiana State
Fair, Indiana Native Plant and
Wildflower Society Annual
Conference and the Bat Festival
at Indiana State University.

Joined the Indiana
Conservation Alliance (INCA),
a coalition of 30 conservation
organizations with similar goals.

IPA Vice President Cem Basman and President Tom
Hohman present $2,000 to Danny & Aida Kistler
from the Friends of Tippecanoe River and Vernon
Gilllum, park manager, to help replace windows in
the historic Tepicon Recreation Building.

IPA 2015

IPA BOARD
MEMBERS
Thanks to these leaders for
their service in getting the
Indiana Parks Alliance up
and running, and now moving
forward! Learn about them at
IndianaParksAlliance.org.
Tom Hohman
PRESIDENT
Plainfield
...........................
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Cem Basman
VICE-PRESIDENT
Bloomington
...........................

14%

Individual Memberships $1,390
Contributing Memberships $1,200
Organizational Memberships $150
Supporting/Founding
Memberships $2,250
Partner Memberships $1,000
Patron/Supporting Memberships
$
2,250
Lieber Sponsors $5,000
Friends Group Memberships $250

Tom Burkhart
Shelburn
...........................
Justin Coleman
Zionsville
...........................
Tonya Figg
Bloomington
...........................
Mike Gery
Lafayette
...........................
Austin Hochstetler
Indianapolis
...........................
Troy McCormick
Jeffersonville
...........................
Sarah Nichter
Fort Wayne
...........................
Jim Parham
Indianapolis
...........................
John Schaust
Indianapolis
...........................
Davie Sue Wallace
Evansville
...........................
Becky Weber
Greenwood
...........................
Mike Wells
Indianapolis
...........................
Steve Wolter
Bloomington
...........................
Mark Young
Louisville

55%

13%
EXPENSES
Grant Awards $6,000
Administrative [Insurance, Supplies, 		
etc.] $1,405
Printing/Promotional/Marketing $1,486
Membership Premiums $1,650
Friends Annual Meeting $335

Jerry Pagac
SECRETARY
Bloomington
...........................
Jeff Seidenstein
TREASURER
Indianapolis
...........................
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Watch IPA
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY HONORS
STATE PARKS’ CENTENNIAL
The Indiana General Assembly
unanimously passed a
concurrent resolution in January
honoring the 100th anniversary
of the Indiana State Parks system.
The resolution recognized State
Parks for “contributions to the
health, recreation, and outdoor
education of Indiana’s citizens
and guests, and its commitment
to the conservation of the State
of Indiana’s unique natural and
cultural resources held in trust in
those state parks.” See how you
can be a part of the celebration
at INStateParks100.com.

2016

Stop by our booth at Earth Day Indiana.
Join us at the INPAWS Conference in West Lafayette.
Look for position statements and suggestions for contacting
your legislators regarding issues on the website.
Participate in a webinar in mid-November discussing the
“State of State Parks and Nature Preserves.”
...AND GET INVOLVED!
Join at the
Founder’s Circle
level or higher
in 2016 to help
IPA get on a
firm financial
footing.

Share your
writing skills
to help with
media releases
and reports.
Help us staff
booths at
festivals and
events.

Serve on a
committee.
Recruit new
members or
suggest
potential
donors.

Your Contributions Make a Difference
IPA’s first financial contribution in 2015 was to the Discovering the Outdoors Fund, established in the
Indiana Natural Resources Foundation through donations in memory of Tom Huck, a long time DNR
employee. The fund supports grant funding for school field trips to Indiana State Parks each year.
Since the fund’s inception in 2013, 69 grants totaling $15,000 have been distributed to schools from all
parts of the state, providing outdoor experiences for over 4500 students. Here’s what two teachers said
about these field trip opportunities:
“Amazing.....absolutely the best experience! I sincerely
hope we will be able to bring them again next year!
Kids said best field trip ever- Wow! Thank you!”

- Kathleen Satkoski

MEADOWS EDGE ELEMENTARY

“The nature center gave the students real-life, hands
on experiences with animals native to our area. They
have made reference to this field trip all year long. We
appreciate your help with transportation costs!”

– Kristie Hankins

BAINBRIDGE ELEMENTARY

Your membership gifts in 2015 allowed IPA to contribute $1,000 to this fund. Thank you!

